Will the

Threat of Peter Verigin, Leader of Religious Sect from Russia
Now Established in Canada, Suggests Inconceivable
Idea, Though His Followers Obey Him
Implicitly in All Things—Why Mother Love
Would Offset Fanaticism

T {s natural that much interest and curl
osity should be manifested as a resujt

of the soanty report which came out
of Canada recent!ly thut the leader of the
Doukhobours bay suggested a plan to reg
lér protest agalnst what the sect TEEATUS

as exorbltant taxation of their persons and

properties by the Canadian Government,

The $uidne d plav | Yt anl the ¢l

i of the cot wnde ¥ gue of 18 ana
all the aged and Le drowned (n the
rivers of Manitoba

And thiz leader—Petor Verigin by name
is all powerfn! in the t e He hins never
been dlsobeyad He | wven waroing to
the Canadian Government that unles e il
reliel were efiected to relieve Lthe pressurd
of taxation it would be necessary for all
Lthoge except the sell-supporting and able
bodioml to he destroved]; and thers 0o
reason Lo doubt that the promise no
mere threat made as a blnfl or for sensa
tional motives

The Doukhobours sre a Hussian religi
Bt ceonnted by gome fanatical,
Le Iu.-n,;_; persecuted for almost two con
turies in Russia, sought refuge in Canada
nnd settled in Manitaha Thers wWas can
siddovable troubile witen the whale 9000 of
Ll reiusdd Lo recoznize ning of

Englond
They are a serfous, worshipful lot, Their
Ieader can do no wrong, It is belleved in

gome guarters—even official quarters—that

the chilldren and the aged would certalnly
be zlnin if Verigl shoulid give the word
Anid i he should =ay to the molhers of the
seit: "Go, drown your children In the

rivers,” no Governmenut, no soldiers, no
ulterlor or pergonal force could prevent

Mother Love Might Save,
For Instinct Is Strongest
Butl there (s perhaps some ULDSEen puwer
that would save the lives of the Doukho-
bour bables. That saving power wonld be
mather love. It Is not conceivable that the
wothers of children could have at any time
in the ages mavched in purposetul
columns down to the banks of the streama
that rush through their domains in Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and British Co-
lumbia, leading thelr children or earrving
them i arms, to push them down into the
gwift current. Nor is it conceivable that

splemn

the Doukhobour wmothers would calmiy
heed the command of Verigin were he to
Elve it

But they might: even the lbconceivable
sometimes cones to pass

Roliglon is o powerful impetus; relig-
jons fapaticism—ir it be fanaticism—Iia a
hurtling impulse that is not fleeting. They
call themselves descendants of Abraham—
and did not Abraham take Jeano out to snc-
rifice him the mountaln top?  Awmd
would he not have offered the body of Isasc
up 48 a sacrifice had not the volee from
the burning bush deterred him? Theology
kolds that none but the hand of God could
have deterred Abraham

Peter Verigln, known affectionately to his
brothers of the “Petuish-
ka,” Is the breoth aond volee and embodis
ment of the Omnipotent to them. He must
be obeyed. It would be lo them as the
yery voics of God were he to command that
the pnerile and the Infirm be Killed, =o that

on

Doukliohours as

the strong might start ont on thelr jour-
poving unfocnmbered, to preach to the
world the ¢coming of “The Day of Judg-

ment."
That is what they plan to do in case

It is found “expedient” to destroy the bur-
densome young and the feeble aged, They
belleve firmly that the Day of Judgment i
in the oMng, It is not far away, they say,
and they want to warn the world that it

moy assemble itself and prepare f{or the
great purging

That 15 thelr justification for the sug
gostion that the clilldren and the Infirm be

put to death—that it {s their call to go ont

and preach dire warnings to the world
Abraham’'s Case Different
Because He Was a Man

But would the mothers kill thelr of
spring? Could they? Many things that
border upon the lmpossible are conceivs

ahle, but is such a clrocumstance” Scarcely
It {5 as inconcelvable as i3 a mother's love
None can comprebend the love of a mother
for her child than her love

lor aerself.

It Is grester

Even Verigin himself, It appears. {s nnot
ae certaln that the mothers would ober
kis orders as he han been always !n the
paslt. He hos anld to oulsiders that his
vommand, if sued, would be for "obedi-
vnee In principle ool that hes woyuld
ask the mothgrs to slay thelr children

“theoretically.”

Pzrhaps this fp what be m
there are some who beliove
the dread

Abraham

ofder in all sericusnne=

uniloulite

rusnated (he sacril | i &
it the volee Lad not come the burning
bush and the lumb appeared. But Abra-

Bl S

N

am wos & man. A mother could not and
would not have gope o far as Abraham
went. [t cannot be accounted possible that
I notner of Isnac would havs crificed
«f 34 '.'..‘I‘. theée co=t ol ol A ] | i-
No, "Petuishka” has uever been dlso-
lieved. His word is the additlonald com-
vindment He Believs firmly thut e
ounid be obeyed soould | give Lthis orde:

tbhat the children and aged be done away

with and that the long journeving be be-

gun to forewarn of

the Day of Reckoning
Dut If lLie the order there Is the
trisg possibility that he wouldd be dls-
pheved. Mothers are strong in the love
their chilldren and weak in their cleaving
to doctrine or creed or command which
would take their little ones from
Rlevords of all Ltimes in the Bt
ries of mankind ond tl foEanids p ¢ Lhut
ove 1= 8o [line ) dewg ) Ere Y en
during, as the love of a mother for her
child
"hae ( it [ the ___:_‘.-I,_\-_.” -‘!_”-I !
Petiishka' has not ‘heen tiken serlousih
| i Ereat many who bave had their
curlosity excited hy It wnd vel Lthe re-
port i{s true And on the word of one
who has lved with the Douklhoboure
“there s not mich doub!d that ansthis
\ 3 1 Wil Wi Tollow er To do
iy do, eve i£ it xho be the slavis
ol their own children or L -destruct b
of the entire sert

What Doukhobour Means -
Literally “Spirit Fighter

Fhe word “Donkhobour' means “apis
hzhter ‘warrior for the Heoly Ghost '
Tlie sect first appeared §u lius Sl some [wy

hundred yeurs ago. To.be more exact the

sect first was known in the year 17 It
it formed by a Russian wio had Lieot
figker the influence of o oy r of ol

cure origin=—snld to Live Less oA b

whe had escaped from Siberfa and live,

secretly in the domain of the Gover

of Kharkoff. umen?t

The tenels of the falth o N now he
fmint trace of Kinship to the Oy
rell et y ] )
religion, but the present day Donk i Ia

regarid the Quakers as nelther better nov
worse than others who as
glde creed, .

They regard themselves as Gail's people
as the chosen people They trace ;
origin throngh Dasid Kiog of ]\1’."1*-" aclk
to Abel, gson of Adam ;,!Hla.i‘ i-‘
his brother Caln, according to the S ri I
Lures, o ¢

sent to au out-

thejr

who was

The truest umong the I
leader He

his parent

MEhobours isthe
inherits hi
He is the *
Niving Caqd™

leadership frou
son of God He
himself. Whats ver the
leader says is “the word of God.” What
he does {8 "the act of God -

In spite of the
Ill. o L]

is the

fact that they trace thelr

Lhrough Davjd |
avid i Aliraham
Abel, son of Adum ind I splte of (he [ .l"
that that is Seriptural, the Bt

= Doukhohours
do not take the Seriptures as = 2 hava (;‘:im

Tarough the ages and through their electea |

isolation they harve

logt the Bihle Y

doubt they had it 1 . ¥ I s
i i of it t the

inception of thelp il But thoer ,.‘.1\I,.
ol them who can read now % %

otz They live
apart to themselves, ang certaln fragment
of what might have at one time b 22

heer Ve
tions of the Seriptures ljive iy rh:.r jr 2
o ir me

orles 'l 0 fragments, [nel Five of mat
of the Pealme of Dayia ifé n Y al
g “i g
torted. '
A story illustrating theis

IBnorance of
letters from

in the Russfap

Soripture s that of Verigin's

Siberia to his peaple
Wiirs

Banished to Siberia,
Bui Still ‘V{:uf‘j”'o }‘H‘[r
- . L ¥
in the eighties, svon atter Verigin
became the accepted leader of the Lf-‘
. RN AN r of ' ou
Kbobours, e began to preach the ahallifos
of private property That was durin -“|. :
peviod of Lhe secl's greatest Prost : :

wmea of

Hauvk

Rus==la, and when
among lits followers

L

the ca o tad
| 3 cilled the attention

gar Micholas to the preachments of Verl.
Ein the monarch was ouly too glad to (o
terfere, and the result that Ve .”

was banished to Siber m "

Was

But Verigin would not vield: his BW
ful will, hi lmordinate ambition :-‘- ru!l
unly chafed and fncreased |p his confine-
ment. It was from Siberis that he urged

hia followers Lo carry on despite the pet
cutlons at the

-
bands of

‘ g the Government
He wrote them

wirile Whtle

for he can read »
in Siberia be was accustomed
le copy the Epistles of Paul and send therm
home 10 the Doukhobours a

HNis own weas

saged. Thev never detected this plagiat
hecause of thel il .-Y % g nil
Verigin does nol allow {hemw i A
o Testament

During their dass Ru » Lhe Donkeo-
hours were almost coustaptly persecuted
Fhe Government and the church drove
them from T'."-' to T"-‘I-" banished their
ieade and Killed many of them It
anly during the reign of Alexander I tha
they were happy atd prosperou From
1591 to 1510 Lthey lived on the fertile banks
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Doukhobour Mothers Slay |
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Slay Their Children?

-~

- %

-

VW

N -

W W

Al
N T T
A

| —

LT 3
of the River Molochnayn in Taurida, South- A y ‘v"f. "\ ["
£ i 5
ern Russia. Here they graw rich and pros s 2 :"' ;
perous. PBut after the accesslon of Czar = (; " b v .
Nicholas | pey of the Douklu g : 5 %" s |
3 - WG
hours heziun dnew L oeven mors = " '
3 :
less vigor, They were forced to relinquisl A s
thelr lands and emigrate to the Caucasus
The Doukhobours cherigh the memory of ks
Czar Alexander He was the ounly Czar ! i
’ ' &
they recognired. They belleve that he hin i R
self was a Doukbhobour, that be died not on - B "1
the throne but escaped from his court and [l L
lived the last dave of his lfe among the { 'y
member if the sect Later, ad T to ir
1)
t legend, he was taken I he Quiulkers [ i
to England and then to Awmerlen b ;
ey recognize no Governments, but 4 (.: 1!
! do not preach agalnst them. The cTERN I
only =eelc not o interfered with  Thelr . $ :‘ : !
pplnion of Government § Dress oM !..-.
e ' § R
1 Lot o il i L in I
& neighhoring t 1 business :.
Let him manage a n long "B oo B
F e sell jonest i i o himself e
il ® are o jrsel it 1
Lo ol us | | | i ta | ¢ i
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“The Massacre of the Innocents,”

from a tapestry by Raphael of Ur-

bino and now a treasure in the

Vatican. This

work of art wr

portrays th

greatest

slaughter ol .. S rat
children mn

history 1 i1 i ognition

the Sabine Women
Could Not Have Done It

fanatie
Id perbiag have Neves
irer the
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vE of Heroo
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Doukhobous captior ¥ Ciever, forceinl a1 A1 DI i cliff n If the divin:

village in of out Lo put himse arvened, Ly

Canada with Hestros

vitutched thelr
some of the i ith the old woman thnt ulie o thelr Le L Vroncealed them
A ha obscure lnpenetranble

| . Roman soldiers might
Verigin find thes Loyal wiomen of the
wt left is nsalres EoT L aEal '"’lw
St \ | a hair

endangered ¢ L ko any effort to deny the
the

g P -

children

lhave
* and

e )’_

Varigin. L] : A Iv T y kA ] il of 1Y of thelr balies Barmeig
f mind of

the "is}
leader, tru [ the ramor, and when Lukerie Vas . aev i ueh 1} .'v” [-"-“"‘1’""0"“

i I nt would tend to make
1 the [ \ i P concelvable that would ,
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and thay
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‘ OwWij . o
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L have made
them They

5 . a conhdant y 10N K I on
e of CCount vrigin 01 . Thev hali III i "_'” wly  apn
| ) ¢ that Czar Nicholas

¥ Persecution op thelr

Leo Tolstol

Inportant

[ nd dogltsa I d Ve Lhat the “Day of 1l1.|:ilh‘. o
ranldi e < dgmeng*

F y d#PTORCHIng and they are Dre
its coming, i

0p over many

zod but he ha not the le« gL ¢ UK themnelves for

+avEromeant

begun

things,
wholly crazy,
i hal lu-!i-—.|r;|:
s e I.“I.- Gog™ bimeer
bey .'“ N, wWhatever his
horrilile Lthey may Le®
Lthey will ohey, T!u‘w
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| | I ird complex
4 burdened by
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{
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consider after ha had been relurned
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